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cold and inexorable character. The King was by
nature prone to severity, and it was easy to persuade
him that appeals for clemency must be refused. In-
deed, Montmorenci'a eminence sealed his doom.
The Cardinal wished the world should see that no
one, however illustrious or powerful or nobly born,
could bear arms against his sovereign without taking
the risk of a felon's death.

Tl^e duke was tried before a local court, and on
October 30, 1632, he was sentenced to be beheaded.
There was little delay accorded a criminal/ and
Montmorenci was executed on the same day. All
that prayers obtained from the King was a consent
that he should be beheaded in the prison, Instead of
at the public place of execution, He met his fate
like a gentleman and a Christian, Four in the after*
noon was the hour fixed, but he asked that the
time of execution might be two hours earlier, that
he might die at the same hour as his Saviour, To
Richelieu he left by his will a portrait of the Martyr-
dorn of St. Sebastian, as proof that he was still his
faithful servant.

" I bid you the last adieu, dear heart," he wrote his
wife, "with the aftection that has always been between,
us, And I beseech you by my soul, which I hope will

soon be in Heaven, moderate your grief and receive this
affliction from the Saviour, Adieu once more, dear
heart,"

He left no son, and the direct line ol Montmorenci
perished on the scaffold,

The. Cardinal had to meet more dangerous adver-
saries than Montmorenci, .He did not study theor threat! could move thatas within the realm offficient, The armlet met atom she hated had but six
